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Generally speaking, because of the cultural 
taboos as well as the legal sanctions against 
homosexual conduct and relations, life for 
individuals with non-normative sexuality in 
the Arab and Muslim world may be lived 
inside a culturally unique closet, but a closet 
is still a closet. Education and dialogue on 
religion and homosexuality is important in 
order to encourage a better understanding 
and mutual respect amongst individuals 
and communities as well as to empower 
Muslim LGBT young people to deal with the 
questions and issues they face.
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